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TEA Tidbits--January 22, 2021
Dear TEA members,
Represent TEA at the state and national level!
TEA announces elections for our 12 seats at the CEA Delegate Assembly, to be held April 16-17 at the Westin Westminster (or virtually), and for our 4 seats at the NEA Representative Assembly, to be held July 2-6 at the Denver Convention Center (or for a shorter time, virtually). As a result of our by-laws changes, all members are eligible to run for these seats. 
What are CEA Delegate Assembly (DA) and NEA Representative Assembly (RA)?
DA and RA are CEA's and NEA's highest and largest decision making bodies, respectively. DA is comprised of up to 600 members from around the state, and it votes on CEA's budget, policy statements, by-law changes, and other items of new business. CEA is a member driven organization; it cannot advocate for a policy or legislation unless it aligns with the policy and belief statements that DA passes.  RA performs roughly the same function as DA, but with up to 10,000 delegates from around the nation! Both DA and RA are virtual this year, but we are assured that there will be a full slate of new business items and a platform that allows for robust debate and voting, so it should be fun!!!!
I want to run! How do I nominate myself?
Fill out this form by January 29, 2021. If there are less than or equal to 12 candidates for DA or 4 candidates for RA, candidates will be considered elected by acclamation; otherwise, we will hold an election. Contact Andy Crisman at tea@coloradoea.org or 970-593-8324 with any questions. 
CEA Free Bargaining and Organizing Sessions, starting January 25Want to brush up on your contract and how to advocate with it/enforce it? CEA is offering several free sessions over the next two weeks. View this flyer for options. To register for free, click here.
Read Across America Teacher Partnership Program!
Update: 25 EC/Elementary members and 20 secondary members have signed up so far--thanks for the great response! Keep it going!
For Read Across America this year, TEA is hoping to increase engagement and enthusiasm for reading by having classrooms partner together to read to each other, and to add books to your classroom library!
Early Childhood and Elementary members: Would you like to have middle and high school teachers and students log in and read to your class? Would you like a supportive audience for your class to practice reading aloud? Would you like a free book? Sign up to partner with a secondary educator to have someone read to your class, and possibly have your class read to them! TEA will purchase a book from the NEA Read Across America 2020-2021 book list for your classroom library.
Secondary members: We know our students thrive on helping younger students, and that they still LOVE being read to. Sign up to partner with an elementary classroom for a read aloud event. TEA will purchase an age-appropriate book (middle level or teen-reader) from the NEA Read Across America 2020-2021 book list for your classroom library.
Sign up to participate below! The first 50 members (25 pairs) who sign up will receive a book from TEA for their classroom library!
	Read Across America Interest Form

	

	TEA would like to partner elementary and secondary members to read with each other for Read Across America day, March 2, 2021! It's simple:
1. Sign up using the form below.
2. Each member at the EC/elementary level will be paired with a member at the secondary level.
3. The two members coordinate a time where the secondary member, or some of their students, read aloud to the EC/elementary students sometime between now and March 5, 2021 (Read Across America day is March 2, 2021), and possibly vice versa. THIS NEEDS TO HAPPEN VIRTUALLY.
4. For their efforts, TEA will purchase one of the books, appropriate for their level, from the Read Across America book list for 2020-2021 to the first 50 members (25 pairs) who sign up. Browse the full list at https://www.readacrossamerica.org/2020-2021-read-across-america-calendar/


Do schools spread COVID? 
It depends. This is a fascinating read. So is this. 
Retirement Planning? Read this
Karl Fisch is a retired Colorado math and computer teacher, and he has written this book especially about retirement planning for PERA employees. It's free on Kindle if you have a prime membership, and $5 if you don't. I hope it is helpful. 
CEA legislative text updates
With the legislative session starting this week, make sure to sign up for CEA text alerts! https://www.coloradoea.org/sign-up-for-text-alerts-from-cea/
One of CEA's biggest immediate priorities is to push for a pause on CMAS testing for this year. There are practical as well as social justice reasons for this.Here's an article on the racist beginnings of the SAT and other standardized testing. 
NEA webinar opportunities
·         Webinar: Leveling Up Your Screencast
o   The ability to make screen recordings has become an essential skill. What are the benefits of Loom, Screencastify, Screencast-o-Matic, Quicktime, as compared to other tools? Learn how to make a video, share a video, and edit a video. Also, learn about some best practices and fun ideas for screencasts. 
o   Monday, January 25, 5-6pm MST 
o   Register: https://www.mobilize.us/nea/event/365267/ 
·         Webinar: Using Videos in Your Lessons 
o   Videos are a great way to connect with your students. Learn how to create your own videos using QuickTime Player, Screencastify, and Loom and how to share them in your LMS (Learning Management System) asynchronously. And we can explore ways to link videos that other people have created in your online space. 
o   Monday, February 8, 5-6pm MST 
o   Register: https://www.mobilize.us/nea/event/365268/ 
·         Webinar:  Building Routine for Student Success in a Virtual Space 
o   How can physical classroom routines (submitting work and getting help) be transformed for effective use in virtual spaces? This webinar will discuss how to teach students the necessary skills to confidently navigate virtual learning communities and also help students transition to virtual/remote learning that seems familiar to face-to-face instruction. 
o   Monday, February 22, 5-6pm MST 
o   Register: https://www.mobilize.us/nea/event/365269/
February and April days off - February 12/15 and April 16/19 are all non-contract days (days off for both teachers and students). They are noted in a confusing manner on the district calendar. Enjoy the extended weekends!
Solidarity!
Sincerely,
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tea@coloradoea.org http://thompsoneducationassociation.org 
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